
 

 

 

 
 

 “The Road to Rio:

Regions building the Green Economy” 

The purpose of the “Road to Rio” conference is to demonstrate and communicate the important role 
that regional governments play in 
hosted by the R20 (Regions of Climate Action) in partnership with the Assembly of European Regions, 
will bring together regional government leaders and experts from around the world to pave th
for the United Nations’ Conference on Sustainable Development   (Rio + 20), which will take place in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012. The Rio + 20 Summit, 20 years after the Sustainable Development 
Summit, will reassess the need to build a new Gr
governance at the global level. 

The event will show that regional involvement in green policies 
smokescreen to divert attention from other issues
policy area: it has been demonstrated that concrete green projects are more easily implemented at 
regional level and are more effective and efficient. Moreover, green growth is beneficial for regional 
economies.  

During the “Road to Rio” conference,
be invited to sign a “Rio Declaration” that communicates the importance of regional governments 
and leaders in creating a sustainable global future.  

Therefore, we need to push forward reg
giving them international recognition. Components of the declaration will likely include the request 
that regional governments:   

• Receive greater recognition for the role they play in supporting na
sustainable development and climate goals;

•  Have improved access to international finance instruments (UN Environment Funds; 
national, regional, world development banks; bilateral development agencies, equity funds, 
pension and insurance funds, private investors etc.) for their sustainable development 
infrastructures; 

• Demonstrate the importance of transparent accounting and reporting of their progress, 
including Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions; and

• Have a more substantial seat at the
 

Governor Schwarzenegger with a delegation of regional leaders will take the “Rio Declaration” to the 
UN sustainable development conference in June and present the declaration on behalf of regional 
and states leaders and experts worldwide. 

 

   

  

“The Road to Rio: 

Regions building the Green Economy” 

The purpose of the “Road to Rio” conference is to demonstrate and communicate the important role 
that regional governments play in the transition towards a sustainable Green Economy.  The event, 
hosted by the R20 (Regions of Climate Action) in partnership with the Assembly of European Regions, 
will bring together regional government leaders and experts from around the world to pave th
for the United Nations’ Conference on Sustainable Development   (Rio + 20), which will take place in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012. The Rio + 20 Summit, 20 years after the Sustainable Development 
Summit, will reassess the need to build a new Green Economy, based on a new sustainable 

The event will show that regional involvement in green policies should neither be seen as a 
smokescreen to divert attention from other issues nor as a fake attempt to run after a fashi
policy area: it has been demonstrated that concrete green projects are more easily implemented at 
regional level and are more effective and efficient. Moreover, green growth is beneficial for regional 

During the “Road to Rio” conference, regional leaders and their partners will collectively discuss and 
be invited to sign a “Rio Declaration” that communicates the importance of regional governments 
and leaders in creating a sustainable global future.   

Therefore, we need to push forward regional policies by facilitating access to green funding and 
giving them international recognition. Components of the declaration will likely include the request 

Receive greater recognition for the role they play in supporting national and international 
sustainable development and climate goals; 

Have improved access to international finance instruments (UN Environment Funds; 
national, regional, world development banks; bilateral development agencies, equity funds, 

urance funds, private investors etc.) for their sustainable development 

Demonstrate the importance of transparent accounting and reporting of their progress, 
including Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions; and 

Have a more substantial seat at the national and international policy table.

Governor Schwarzenegger with a delegation of regional leaders will take the “Rio Declaration” to the 
UN sustainable development conference in June and present the declaration on behalf of regional 

rs and experts worldwide.  

Regions building the Green Economy”  

The purpose of the “Road to Rio” conference is to demonstrate and communicate the important role 
the transition towards a sustainable Green Economy.  The event, 

hosted by the R20 (Regions of Climate Action) in partnership with the Assembly of European Regions, 
will bring together regional government leaders and experts from around the world to pave the way 
for the United Nations’ Conference on Sustainable Development   (Rio + 20), which will take place in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 2012. The Rio + 20 Summit, 20 years after the Sustainable Development 

een Economy, based on a new sustainable 

should neither be seen as a 
nor as a fake attempt to run after a fashionable 

policy area: it has been demonstrated that concrete green projects are more easily implemented at 
regional level and are more effective and efficient. Moreover, green growth is beneficial for regional 

regional leaders and their partners will collectively discuss and 
be invited to sign a “Rio Declaration” that communicates the importance of regional governments 

ional policies by facilitating access to green funding and 
giving them international recognition. Components of the declaration will likely include the request 

tional and international 

Have improved access to international finance instruments (UN Environment Funds; 
national, regional, world development banks; bilateral development agencies, equity funds, 

urance funds, private investors etc.) for their sustainable development 

Demonstrate the importance of transparent accounting and reporting of their progress, 

national and international policy table. 

Governor Schwarzenegger with a delegation of regional leaders will take the “Rio Declaration” to the 
UN sustainable development conference in June and present the declaration on behalf of regional 



 

 

 

 
 

DRAFT  AGENDA

 

 

Venue:  International Geneva Conference Center

  Wednesday 7th  

 

08:00 – 09:00  Registration 

09:00 – 10:00  Opening Remarks

• Terry Tamminen: Special Advisor to Founding 
and Honorary R20 Chair, 

• Michèle Sabban: Vice President of the Île de 
France region (F), President of the Assembly of 
European Regions

• Reta Jo Lewis: Hillary Clinton’s Special 
Representative, Global Intergovernmental 
Affairs, US State Department

• Brice Lalonde

• Johannes Hahn: EU Commissioner for regional 
policy (tbc) 

 
Questions and Answers from the public

 
10:00-11:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel 1:    Climate Change : Regions are leading the 

way  

Introduction and Facilitator:

Executive Director, will present the proposed 

declaration for Rio+20

• Nichi Vendola: President of the Puglia 

• Ali Belhaj: President of the Oriental region (MA)

• Ian Marchant
Executive of Scottish and Southern Energy and 
Professor James Curran:
Scotland’s Environment Protection Agency (UK)

• Jae Hyo Kim

  

AGENDA 

International Geneva Conference Center 

  March 2012 

 

Opening Remarks 

Terry Tamminen: Special Advisor to Founding 
and Honorary R20 Chair, Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Michèle Sabban: Vice President of the Île de 
France region (F), President of the Assembly of 
European Regions 

Reta Jo Lewis: Hillary Clinton’s Special 
Representative, Global Intergovernmental 
Affairs, US State Department 

Brice Lalonde: Special UN Coordinator Rio+20 

Johannes Hahn: EU Commissioner for regional 
 

Questions and Answers from the public 

Give the tempo of the 

conference:

 Regions are key 

stakeholders of the 

Green Economy. 

This should be brought 

forward at Rio + 

 

 

:    Climate Change : Regions are leading the 

Introduction and Facilitator: Cristophe Nuttall, R20 

Executive Director, will present the proposed 

declaration for Rio+20 

Nichi Vendola: President of the Puglia region (I)  

Ali Belhaj: President of the Oriental region (MA) 

Ian Marchant: Chair of the 2020 Group and Chief 
of Scottish and Southern Energy and 

Professor James Curran: Chief Executive of 
Scotland’s Environment Protection Agency (UK) 

Jae Hyo Kim: Secretary General of NEAR (North 

Descriptions of 

completed 

projects/policies or 

those in progress, to 

showcase R20, AER 

and NEAR members.

 

 

Give the tempo of the 

conference: 

Regions are key 

stakeholders of the 

Green Economy.  

This should be brought 

forward at Rio + 20.  

Descriptions of 

completed 

projects/policies or 

those in progress, to 

showcase R20, AER 

and NEAR members. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

East Asia Association of Regions

• Yves Pietrasanta: Vice President of the 
Languedoc-
Sustainable Development, Environment and 
Energy 

 
Discussion 
 
Update the declaration based on
 

11:00-11:30  Coffee Break 

11:30-12:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel 2: Green Economy: an Opportunity for our 

Regions 

Introduction and 
Impact Economy
 

• Kenneth 
Norrbotten Region (S) and President of the 
AER Working Group on Climate Change and 
Energy 

• Ronan Dantec: Senator (F)

• EC – DG REGIO about cohesion policy and 
eco-friendly innovation. 

• Jiri Hlavacek: Deputy Director of the Division 
for Regional Cooperation of UNEP

• Simon Giles: Accenture Partner, Director of 
Smart City Strategy

 
Discussion 
 
Update the declaration base
 

12:30-13:30 Lunch buffet 

13:30-14:30 

 

 

Panel 3: Accessing environment funding 

mechanisms for regions

Introduction and Facilitator
Governor Schwarzenegger’s

  

East Asia Association of Regions) (tbc) 

Yves Pietrasanta: Vice President of the 
-Roussillon Region (F), responsible for 

Sustainable Development, Environment and 

Update the declaration based on the discussion 

 

: Green Economy: an Opportunity for our 

Introduction and Facilitator: Maximilien Martin, CEO 
Impact Economy 

Kenneth Backgård: County Councillor of 
Norrbotten Region (S) and President of the 
AER Working Group on Climate Change and 

 

Ronan Dantec: Senator (F) 

DG REGIO about cohesion policy and 
friendly innovation.  

Jiri Hlavacek: Deputy Director of the Division 
for Regional Cooperation of UNEP 

Simon Giles: Accenture Partner, Director of 
Smart City Strategy (tbc) 

Update the declaration based on the discussion 

 
The Green Economy 

brings technologies, 

new jobs, sustainable 

behaviours.

 

: Accessing environment funding 

mechanisms for regions 

Introduction and Facilitator: Terry Tamminen, 
Schwarzenegger’s advisor 

 
Demonstrate 

regions can get access 

to funding for 

sustainable 

The Green Economy 

brings technologies, 

new jobs, sustainable 

behaviours. 

Demonstrate how 

regions can get access 

to funding for 

sustainable 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Mike Lindfield: Director Urban Programme at 
the Asian Development Bank, Manilla: The 
Green Finance Network (tbc)

• Marianne Saenen: Deputy of the Wallonia 
Region (B)

• European Investment Bank (tbc)

• James Ca
London  

• Marylin Mermod Schulé: Deputy Director of 
Environmental Finance, La Compagnie 
Benjamin de Rothschild SA

• Mr. Michael Northrop: 
Brothers Fund (tbc)

 

Update the declaration based on discussion
 

14:30-15:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panel 4: Monitoring, Reporting and Verification 

(MRV):  The Importance of Regions

 
Facilitator: Jill Gravender, who introduces the topic 

and declaration 

• Konrad Otto

• Luc Bas: Director, The Climate Group

• Paul Simpson, CEO, Carbon Disclosure Group 
(tbc) 

• Judith Rodin, President, Rockefeller Foundation 
(tbc) 

• Adrian Rimmer, C

• Alain Retiere
 
 
Discussion 
 

 

15:30-15:45 

 

Presenting the Sustainia Award

"Nobel Prize" to be given by Governor Arnold 

  

Mike Lindfield: Director Urban Programme at 
the Asian Development Bank, Manilla: The 
Green Finance Network (tbc) 

Marianne Saenen: Deputy of the Wallonia 
Region (B) 

European Investment Bank (tbc) 

James Cameron: CEO Carbon Finance, 
 

Marylin Mermod Schulé: Deputy Director of 
Environmental Finance, La Compagnie 
Benjamin de Rothschild SA 

Mr. Michael Northrop: the Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund (tbc) 

Update the declaration based on discussion 

development 

infrastructures.

 

Launch of the Green 

Finance Network.

 

Panel 4: Monitoring, Reporting and Verification 

(MRV):  The Importance of Regions 

: Jill Gravender, who introduces the topic 

and declaration  

Konrad Otto-Zimmermann: CEO ICLEI (tbc) 

Director, The Climate Group 

Paul Simpson, CEO, Carbon Disclosure Group 

Judith Rodin, President, Rockefeller Foundation 

Adrian Rimmer, CEO Gold Standard (tbc)  

Alain Retiere: Director TASK 

National Governments 

were not able to reach 

an agreement on 

MRV.

 

Regions are ready to 

make it happen, but 

need international 

legal recognition

Presenting the Sustainia Award (the Sustainable 
"Nobel Prize" to be given by Governor Arnold 
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an agreement on 
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Schwarzenegger at Rio+20)

• Erik Rasmussen:
 

15:45-16:00 Conclusion and the Rio Declaration:

• Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger:
Honorary Chair of R20

16:15-16:30 Signing Ceremony

 Transfer to the 

18:30-20:00 Public Conference: “Climate & Economy: New 

Networks, New Alliances”

 

The event will draw over 800 academics from all 
disciplines, students and teachers, scientists, the 
Geneva international community as well as 
interested citizens. Former Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger
General of the World 
(WMO), will address topics related to the Green 
Economy and Climate Change.

20:30-22:00 R20 Gala Dinner (upon invitation only)

 
 

Strasbourg, 22 February 2012 /  MM

  

Schwarzenegger at Rio+20) 

Erik Rasmussen: CEO Monday Morning 

Conclusion and the Rio Declaration: 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger: Founding and 
Honorary Chair of R20 

The 

Regions is recognized 

for the Green 

Economy and a new 

global sustainable 

development 

governance.

 

Governor 

Schwarzenegger will 

bring the declaration 

to Rio.

Signing Ceremony The Rio Declaration is 

signed.

Transfer to the University of Geneva  

Public Conference: “Climate & Economy: New 

Networks, New Alliances” 

The event will draw over 800 academics from all 
disciplines, students and teachers, scientists, the 
Geneva international community as well as 
interested citizens. Former Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger  and Michel Jarraud, Secretary 
General of the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO), will address topics related to the Green 
Economy and Climate Change. 

 

R20 Gala Dinner (upon invitation only)  

Strasbourg, 22 February 2012 /  MM 

The importance of 

Regions is recognized 

for the Green 

Economy and a new 

global sustainable 

development 

governance. 

Governor 

Schwarzenegger will 

bring the declaration 

to Rio. 

The Rio Declaration is 

signed. 


