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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Emerald Technology Ventures and partners launch pathbreaking effort to  
transform packaging value chain 

 
ZURICH, Switzerland, April 13, 2022: Emerald Technology Ventures, a pioneer in industrial technology 
venture capital, announced Wednesday the launch of a fund focused on sustainable packaging, one of 
the first venture-backed investment vehicles targeting the full packaging lifecycle. With the global 
packaging sector poised for rapid growth amid a major push to reduce waste and greenhouse gas 
emissions, the fund aims to catalyze leaps in the advanced materials and industrial technologies that 
will both benefit the planet and earn significant returns. 
 
Industrial and consumer goods companies Beiersdorf, Chevron, Henkel and WM will join the fund as 
founding limited partners, a roster that testifies to the fund’s broad reach in the packaging ecosystem. 
Leveraging its two-decade track record of spurring transformation among more than 50 global 
corporate partners, Emerald will seek investments in sectors across all stages of the circular economy 
ranging from raw materials to plastics recycling. The fund will target investments in the following six 
categories: 
 
● Low footprint feedstocks 
● Functional and smart materials 
● Design for reuse and recycle 
● Collection, sorting, cleaning and recycling technologies 
● Digital and connected solutions 
● New business models (eg, packaging as a service) 
 
The fund will sit alongside Emerald’s existing vehicles targeting energy, water and industrial 
innovation, pillars of Emerald’s unique “open innovation” approach that connects startups with 
established companies amid the shift toward a sustainable future. The fund aims to invest in early-
stage and fast-growing startups around the world, with an allocation for a select number of seed 
investments. Like other Emerald funds, investors will be able to join at their discretion. 
 



 

Page 2 
 

The multi-disciplinary team behind the fund will regularly measure and report on its portfolio 
companies’ efforts to reduce both greenhouse gas emissions and waste—a key component of the 
fund’s strength. As Emerald’s recent inclusion into the Ellen MacArthur Foundation New Plastics 
Economy Global Commitment signifies, achieving quantifiable impact is a major plank of Emerald’s 
ambition. 
 
“The fund is a recognition that the packaging industry plays an increasingly proactive role in the shift 
toward a circular, low-carbon economy,” said Emerald Managing Partner Gina Domanig. “As we 
reimagine the future of packaging, we’re excited to join with giants of the global industrial landscape 
in a mission to supercharge the technologies that will make that transformation a success.” 
 
“As part of our corporate transformation towards sustainability, the packaging of our products plays a 
central role,” said Michael Becker, Head of Global Packaging R&D at Beiersdorf. “As a partner of 
Emerald Technology Ventures, we aim to collaborate with dedicated start-ups to identify and 
implement new climate-friendly packaging technologies. This collaboration contributes to our global 
sustainable packaging ambition and overall sustainability agenda. We share the vision of a circular 
economy and will, together, move this vision towards reality.” 
 
“Emerald Technology Ventures’ sustainable packaging fund has the potential to drive the wider 
adoption of a lower carbon circular economy,” said Jim Gable, Vice President of Innovation and 
President of Technology Ventures for Chevron. “It aligns well with our Future Energy Fund, which 
focuses on industrial decarbonization, emerging mobility, energy decentralization and the growing 
circular economy. We’re an existing partner in Emerald’s industrial innovation fund and glad to 
support this new sustainable packaging fund.” 
 
“Packaging is among our core businesses at Henkel and sustainability has been an integral part of our 
strategy for decades,” said Paolo Bavaj, Head of Corporate Venturing at Henkel Adhesive 
Technologies. “Over the course of our partnership with Emerald, we have become familiar with their 
skilled and diversified team of experts. We are convinced that they are a strong partner who can help 
us gain access to startups in a broad variety of fields, from material and technology innovation to 
recycling improvement.” 
 

**** 
 

-MORE- 
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CONTACT FOR EMERALD TECHNOLOGY VENTURES 
Neil Cameron, Partner, Sustainable Packaging 
neil.cameron@emerald-ventures.com 
 
Fredric Petit, Partner, Sustainable Packaging 
fredric.petit@emerald-ventures.com  
 
CONTACT FOR BEIERSDORF 
Anke Schmidt, Corporate Communications 
+49 40 4909 2001 
cc@beiersdorf.com 
 
CONTACT FOR CHEVRON 
Kelly Russell, External Affairs Advisor 
Kellyrussell@chevron.com 
 
CONTACT FOR HENKEL 
Sebastian Hinz, Head of External Communications 
+49 211 797 8594 
sebastian.hinz@henkel.com 
 
CONTACT FOR WM 
media@wm.com 
 

**** 
About Emerald Technology Ventures 
Emerald is a globally recognized venture capital firm building a sustainable future at the crossroads of 
industry and technology. Founded in 2000, it is a pioneer in open innovation, providing multi-national 
corporations with rich deal flow and insight in the sectors and markets of tomorrow. Emerald has 
managed and advised assets of over €1 billion from its offices in Zurich, Toronto and Singapore. The 
firm is dedicated to tackling big challenges in climate change and sustainability via over 500 venture 
transactions and five third-party investment mandates, including loan guarantees to over 100 start-
ups.  
www.emerald-ventures.com 
 
About Beiersdorf 
Beiersdorf has stood for innovative, high-quality skin care products and pioneering skin research for 
nearly 140 years. Leading international brands such as Nivea—the world’s no. 1 skin care brand—
Eucerin, La Prairie and Hansaplast/Elastoplast are cherished by millions of people around the world. 
Renowned brands such as Aquaphor and Coppertone round off our extensive portfolio in the 
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consumer business segment. Beiersdorf is also a leading manufacturer of technical adhesive tapes 
and provides self-adhesive solutions to industry, craft businesses and consumers. Beiersdorf has 
more than 20,000 employees worldwide who are connected by shared core values and a strong 
corporate culture. The company pursues a multi-year investment program focusing on competitive, 
sustainable growth. It is consistent with an ambitious sustainability agenda, through which Beiersdorf 
is generating clear added value for consumers, society and the environment.  
www.beiersdorf.com 
 
About Chevron Technology Ventures 
Chevron Technology Ventures (CTV) pursues externally developed technologies and new business 
solutions that have the potential to enhance the way Chevron produces and delivers affordable, 
reliable, and ever-cleaner energy.  
www.chevron.com   
www.chevron.com/technology/technology-ventures 
 
About Henkel 
Henkel holds leading positions in both industrial and consumer businesses thanks to strong brands, 
innovations and technologies. Henkel Adhesive Technologies is the global leader in the adhesives 
market across all industry segments worldwide. In its Laundry & Home Care and Beauty Care 
businesses, Henkel holds leading positions in many markets and categories around the world. 
Founded in 1876, Henkel looks back on more than 140 years of success. The company employs about 
53,000 people globally, a passionate and highly diverse team united by a strong company culture, a 
common purpose and shared values. As a recognized leader in sustainability, Henkel holds top 
positions in many international indices and rankings. Henkel’s preferred shares are listed in the 
German stock index DAX.  
www.henkel.com  
www.henkel-tech.ventures 
 
About WM 
WM (Waste Management), based in Houston, Texas, is the leading provider of comprehensive 
environmental services in North America, providing services throughout the United States and 
Canada. Through its subsidiaries, WM provides collection, transfer, disposal services, and recycling 
and resource recovery. It is also a leading developer, operator and owner of landfill gas-to-energy 
facilities in the United States. WM’s customers include residential, commercial, industrial and 
municipal customers throughout North America.  
www.wm.com. 
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